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the previous vear in which the desianation was 


in effect 
exceeded 72 hours. In determinina the compliance 
of acilitv 


a 
with the reauirement of the previous sentence. 


there 


shall 


not be taken into account veriods of stav of 


invatients in excess 
of 72 hours to the extent such neriods exceed 72 
hours because 
transfer to a hosnital is nrecluded because of 
inclement weather 
or other emeraencv c itionsl 

(3) —>CONFORMIN AMENDMEN ection 18974(a\(8) (42 


U.S.C. 1395fla)(8)) is amended bv strikina "such services" and 
all that follows and insertina "the individual mav reasonablv 
be exvected to be discharaed or transferred to a hospital withi 


“DUSOL wid 


BED of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller 


imarv care hospital 
(4) GAO REPORTS ot later than 2 vears 
after the date 


r admission to the rural 


General shall 


submit reports to Conaress of 


A) the avovlication of the requirements 
faa a 
1820(f of the Social Security Act (as 
amended by this ; 
subsection) that rural primary care 
hospitals provide a 
inpatient care only to those individuals whose 
attending : 
vhvsicians certify may reasonably be expected 
to be dis- _ a 
charaed within 72 hours after admission and 
maintain ; ; ; 
an average length of inpatient stay during a 
vear that 
does not. exceed 72 hours: and 
(B) the extent to which such 
requirements have . ed 
resulted in such hospitals providing inpatient 
care beyond _ _ _ 
their cavabilities or have limited the ability of 
such hos- 
nitals to nrovide needed services. 
(b) DESIGNATION OF HOSPITAT Sua 
(1) PERMITTING DESIGNATION OF HOSPITALS 
LOCATED IN 
as 4A) IN GENERAL/Secti 1820 (42 U.S.C 
ection ou. 
1395-4) 
is amenee 
i 


bv striking oaraarapnh (1) = of 
subsection (e) an 
redesianatina varaaravhs (2) throuach (6) 


as paragraphs 
(1) throuch (5): 
(ii) in subsection (e)((A) (as 


redesiafated b 
subparag#aoh AZ ui 
(1) by striking "is located" 
and insertina 


"except in the case of a hospital located in an 


ivan area, is located", 


"or (ii) 
and 


by striking {, (iiJf and inserting 


(III) by striking "or (iii)# and all that 
follows 


through "section) and 


(iii) in subsection (i)(1)(B), by striking 
"naraarapvh 
(3)" and inserting "paragraph (2) 
(B) NO CHANGE IN MEDICARE PROSPECTIVE 
PAYMENT .-------------------2-----2---2n2 noon nnnnnnnnnnnnnn nnn 
Section 1886(d)\(5\(D) (42 U.S.C. 
1395ww(d)(5)(D is 


amende 
(i) in clause (iii)(III). bv insertina 
"located in 


_. rural area and" after "thatis". and. 
(ii) in clause (v), by inserting “located ina 


rura 
area and" after "in the case of a hospital". 
(2) PERMITTING HOSPITALS LOCATED IN ADJOINING 


TES 


PARTICIPATE IN STATE RAMEE 
(ALIN GENERA! fiiection 1820 (42 U.S.C. 
1395i-4) 

is amende 


